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This classic study — one of the most influential in the area of American economic history — questioned the founding
fathers' motivations and prompted new perceptions of the supreme law of the land.
In this provocative book, one of our most eminent political scientists questions the extent to which the American
Constitution furthers democratic goals. Robert Dahl reveals the Constitution's potentially antidemocratic elements and
explains why they are there, compares the American constitutional system to other democratic systems, and explores
how we might alter our political system to achieve greater equality among citizens. In a new chapter for this second
edition, he shows how increasing differences in state populations revealed by the Census of 2000 have further increased
the veto power over constitutional amendments held by a tiny minority of Americans. He then explores the prospects for
changing some important political practices that are not prescribed by the written Constitution, though most Americans
may assume them to be so.
Designed to help students understand the Constitution in all of its splendor and subtlety, this book introduces key events
of the founding era, the Declaration of Independence, and the proceedings of the Constitutional Convention. The
Constitution and its amendments are explored section by section, along with pertinent historical events, laws, and cases.
What is the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court really allowed to do? This unique and handy guide includes the
documents that guide our government, annotated with accessible explanations from one of America's most esteemed
constitutional scholars. In one portable volume, with accessible annotations and modernizing commentary throughout,
Richard Beeman presents The Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution. Beeman has created a
fascinating apparatus for understanding the most important document in American history—and why it’s as central in the
America of today as it was in creation of the country. Penguin presents a series of six portable, accessible, and—above
all—essential reads from American political history, selected by leading scholars. Series editor Richard Beeman, author of
The Penguin Guide to the U.S. Constitution, draws together the great texts of American civic life to create a timely and
informative mini-library of perennially vital issues. Whether readers are encountering these classic writings for the first
time, or brushing up in anticipation of the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act, these slim volumes will serve as a
powerful and illuminating resource for scholars, students, and civic-minded citizens.
The Penguin Guide to the United States ConstitutionA Fully Annotated Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution
and Amendments, and Selections from The Federalist PapersPenguin
This is the second edition of Professor Tushnet's short critical introduction to the history and current meaning of the
United States' Constitution. It is organised around wo themes: first, the US Constitution is old, short, and difficult to
amend. Second, the Constitution creates a structure of political opportunities that allows political actors, icluding political
parties, to pursue the preferred policy goals even to the point of altering the very structure of politics. Deploying these
themes to examine the structure f the national government, federalism, judicial review, and individual rights, the book
provides basic information about, and deeper insights into, the way he US constitutional system has developed and what
it means today.
This book analyzes how films have accurately or inaccurately portrayed the powers, rights, and freedoms within the U.S.
Constitution, and it also explores how filmmakers’ lessons about the Constitution have changed over time. This book
would make an excellent addition to a course or research on constitutional law or film analysis.
Comparing the writings and speeches of the founding fathers with the authors they read, studied, and imitated, Sellers
identifies the central tenets of American republicanism and demonstrates that the Constitution is firmly rooted in classical
Roman concepts of law and philosophy. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
The United States Constitution James Madison The Constitution of the United States of America is the supreme law of
the United States. It is the foundation and source of the legal authority underlying the existence of the United States of
America and the Federal Government of the United States. It provides the framework for the organization of the United
States Government. The document defines the three main branches of the government: The legislative branch with a
bicameral Congress, an executive branch led by the President, and a judicial branch headed by the Supreme Court.
Besides providing for the organization of these branches, the Constitution outlines obligations of each office, as well as
provides what powers each branch may exercise. It also reserves numerous rights for the individual states, thereby
establishing the United States' federal system of government. It is the shortest and oldest written constitution of any
major sovereign state. The United States Constitution was adopted on September 17, 1787, by the Constitutional
Convention (or Constitutional Congress[citation needed]) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and later ratified by conventions
in each U.S. state in the name of "The People"; it has since been amended twenty-seven times, the first ten amendments
being known as the Bill of Rights. The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union was actually the first constitution of
the United States of America. The U.S. Constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation as the governing document for
the United States after being ratified by nine states. The Constitution has a central place in United States law and political
culture. The handwritten, or "engrossed," original document penned by Jacob Shallus is on display at the National
Archives and Records Administration in Washington, D.C. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our
extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore
have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast
reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print
after many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original
works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has
been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work.
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We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
A history of the American Constitution's formative decades from a preeminent legal scholar When the US Constitution
won popular approval in 1788, it was the culmination of thirty years of passionate argument over the nature of
government. But ratification hardly ended the conversation. For the next half century, ordinary Americans and statesmen
alike continued to wrestle with weighty questions in the halls of government and in the pages of newspapers. Should the
nation's borders be expanded? Should America allow slavery to spread westward? What rights should Indian nations
hold? What was the proper role of the judicial branch? In The Words that Made Us, Akhil Reed Amar unites history and
law in a vivid narrative of the biggest constitutional questions early Americans confronted, and he expertly assesses the
answers they offered. His account of the document's origins and consolidation is a guide for anyone seeking to properly
understand America's Constitution today.
Expertly guides readers through the Constitution and its twenty-seven amendments
Covers each article and amendment of the Constitution in a graphic format designed to be relevant and accessible to
modern readers.
Americans revere their Constitution. However, most of us are unaware how tumultuous and improbable the drafting and
ratification processes were. As Benjamin Franklin keenly observed, any assembly of men bring with them "all their
prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion, their local interests and their selfish views." One need not deny that the
Framers had good intentions in order to believe that they also had interests. Based on prodigious research and told
largely through the voices of the participants, Michael Klarman's The Framers' Coup narrates how the Framers' clashing
interests shaped the Constitution--and American history itself. The Philadelphia convention could easily have been a
failure, and the risk of collapse was always present. Had the convention dissolved, any number of adverse outcomes
could have resulted, including civil war or a reversion to monarchy. Not only does Klarman capture the knife's-edge
atmosphere of the convention, he populates his narrative with riveting and colorful stories: the rebellion of debtor farmers
in Massachusetts; George Washington's uncertainty about whether to attend; Gunning Bedford's threat to turn to a
European prince if the small states were denied equal representation in the Senate; slave staters' threats to take their
marbles and go home if denied representation for their slaves; Hamilton's quasi-monarchist speech to the convention;
and Patrick Henry's herculean efforts to defeat the Constitution in Virginia through demagoguery and conspiracy theories.
The Framers' Coup is more than a compendium of great stories, however, and the powerful arguments that feature
throughout will reshape our understanding of the nation's founding. Simply put, the Constitutional Convention almost
didn't happen, and once it happened, it almost failed. And, even after the convention succeeded, the Constitution it
produced almost failed to be ratified. Just as importantly, the Constitution was hardly the product of philosophical
reflections by brilliant, disinterested statesmen, but rather ordinary interest group politics. Multiple conflicting interests had
a say, from creditors and debtors to city dwellers and backwoodsmen. The upper class overwhelmingly supported the
Constitution; many working class colonists were more dubious. Slave states and nonslave states had different
perspectives on how well the Constitution served their interests. Ultimately, both the Constitution's content and its
ratification process raise troubling questions about democratic legitimacy. The Federalists were eager to avoid fullfledged democratic deliberation over the Constitution, and the document that was ratified was stacked in favor of their
preferences. And in terms of substance, the Constitution was a significant departure from the more democratic state
constitutions of the 1770s. Definitive and authoritative, The Framers' Coup explains why the Framers preferred such a
constitution and how they managed to persuade the country to adopt it. We have lived with the consequences, both
positive and negative, ever since.
The Constitution of the United States of America is the supreme law of the United States. It is the foundation and source
of the legal authority underlying the existence of the United States of America and the Federal Government of the United
States. It provides the framework for the organization of the United States Government. The document defines the three
main branches of the government: The legislative branch with a bicameral Congress, an executive branch led by the
President, and a judicial branch headed by the Supreme Court. Besides providing for the organization of these branches,
the Constitution outlines obligations of each office, as well as provides what powers each branch may exercise. It also
reserves numerous rights for the individual states, thereby establishing the United States' federal system of government.
It is the shortest and oldest written constitution of any major sovereign state.The United States Constitution was adopted
on September 17, 1787, by the Constitutional Convention (or Constitutional Congress[citation needed]) in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and later ratified by conventions in each U.S. state in the name of "The People"; it has since been
amended twenty-seven times, the first ten amendments being known as the Bill of Rights. The Articles of Confederation
and Perpetual Union was actually the first constitution of the United States of America. The U.S. Constitution replaced
the Articles of Confederation as the governing document for the United States after being ratified by nine states. The
Constitution has a central place in United States law and political culture.
What is the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court really allowed to do? This unique and handy guide includes the
documents that guide our government, annotated with accessible explanations from one of America's most esteemed
constitutional scholars. Known across the country for his appearance on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Professor
Richard Beeman is one of the nation's foremost experts on the United States Constitution. In this book, he has produced
what every American should have: a compact, fully annotated copy of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution
and amendments, all in their entirety. A marvel of accessibility and erudition, the guide also features a history of the
making of the Constitution with excerpts from The Federalist Papers and a look at crucial Supreme Court cases that
reminds us that the meaning of many of the specific provisions of the Constitution has changed over time. "Excellent . . .
valuable and judicious." -Jill Lepore, The New Yorker
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The Constitution of the United States of America is the supreme law of the United States. It is the foundation and source
of the legal authority underlying the existence of the United States of America and the Federal Government of the United
States. It provides the framework for the organization of the United States Government. The document defines the three
main branches of the government: The legislative branch with a bicameral Congress, an executive branch led by the
President, and a judicial branch headed by the Supreme Court. Besides providing for the organization of these branches,
the Constitution outlines obligations of each office, as well as provides what powers each branch may exercise. It also
reserves numerous rights for the individual states, thereby establishing the United States' federal system of government.
It is the shortest and oldest written constitution of any major sovereign state.The United States Constitution was adopted
on September 17, 1787, by the Constitutional Convention (or Constitutional Congress[citation needed]) in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and later ratified by conventions in each U.S. state in the name of "The People"; it has since been
amended twenty-seven times, the first ten amendments being known as the Bill of Rights. The Articles of Confederation
and Perpetual Union was actually the first constitution of the United States of America. The U.S. Constitution replaced
the Articles of Confederation as the governing document for the United States after being ratified by nine states. The
Constitution has a central place in United States law and political culture. The handwritten, or "engrossed", original
document penned by Jacob Shallus is on display at the National Archives and Records Administration in Washington,
D.C.
The Oxford Handbook of the U.S. Constitution offers a comprehensive overview and introduction to the U.S. Constitution from the
perspectives of history, political science, law, rights, and constitutional themes, while focusing on its development, structures, rights, and role
in the U.S. political system and culture. This Handbook enables readers within and beyond the U.S. to develop a critical comprehension of
the literature on the Constitution, along with accessible and up-to-date analysis. The historical essays included in this Handbook cover the
Constitution from 1620 right through the Reagan Revolution to the present. Essays on political science detail how contemporary citizens in
the United States rely extensively on political parties, interest groups, and bureaucrats to operate a constitution designed to prevent the rise
of parties, interest-group politics and an entrenched bureaucracy. The essays on law explore how contemporary citizens appear to expect
and accept the exertions of power by a Supreme Court, whose members are increasingly disconnected from the world of practical politics.
Essays on rights discuss how contemporary citizens living in a diverse multi-racial society seek guidance on the meaning of liberty and
equality, from a Constitution designed for a society in which all politically relevant persons shared the same race, gender, religion and
ethnicity. Lastly, the essays on themes explain how in a "globalized" world, people living in the United States can continue to be governed by
a constitution originally meant for a society geographically separated from the rest of the "civilized world." Whether a return to the pristine
constitutional institutions of the founding or a translation of these constitutional norms in the present is possible remains the central challenge
of U.S. constitutionalism today.
"The People's Guide to the United States Constitution" is an easy-to-read, spin-free guide to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and
amendments, and the Declaration of Independence, providing both the essential historical context and important definitions of the language
used.
The Constitution of the United States of America, all amendments and the Declaration of Independence are now available in large print. Its 16
point rounded font makes it easier to read. The text is formatted to be more visible and is not tightly compacted like in many pocket editions.
The Constitution of the United States of America is the supreme law of the United States. It is the foundation and source of the legal authority
underlying the existence of the United States of America and the Federal Government of the United States. It provides the framework for the
organization of the United States Government. The document defines the three main branches of the government: The legislative branch with
a bicameral Congress, an executive branch led by the President, and a judicial branch headed by the Supreme Court. Besides providing for
the organization of these branches, the Constitution outlines obligations of each office, as well as provides what powers each branch may
exercise. It also reserves numerous rights for the individual states, thereby establishing the United States' federal system of government. It is
the shortest and oldest written constitution of any major sovereign state. The United States Constitution was adopted on September 17, 1787,
by the Constitutional Convention (or Constitutional Congress[citation needed]) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and later ratified by conventions
in each U.S. state in the name of "The People"; it has since been amended twenty-seven times, the first ten amendments being known as the
Bill of Rights. The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union was actually the first constitution of the United States of America. The U.S.
Constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation as the governing document for the United States after being ratified by nine states. The
Constitution has a central place in United States law and political culture. The handwritten, or "engrossed," original document penned by
Jacob Shallus is on display at the National Archives and Records Administration in Washington, D.C.
The Practical Guide to the United States Constitution offers an accurate but entertaining look at the founding documents. It covers the how's,
what's, and why's of the United States Constitution, but with a side of fun. The mission is simple: to make the Constitution so easy to
understand that even a career politician can grasp it. This Practical Guide covers the underlying concepts of natural rights and consent-based
government. Hint: it's not to subpoena and investigate each other. The book also clarifies how each of the three primary founding documents,
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights, work together to define the goals, theory, and mechanics of the
American system.The heart of this constitutional owners' manual is a simplified walk through the contents and meaning of the founding
documents. If you've ever wanted to know what the Constitution really says, this book is for you.
Offers an accessible, interdisciplinary, and historically informed introduction to the study of American constitutionalism.
Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We
are republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
This leatherbound collection of classic works traces the founding of America, from the birth of the nation in the late 1760s to the creation of a
more perfect union at the end of the early 1800s. It celebrates the pursuit of life, liberty and justice and the freedoms that define America
through notable documents as well as significant pieces, writings and speeches by famous figures and the founding fathers commenting on
historic events. This volume includes the full texts of On Civil War by Benjamin Franklin, Common Sense by Thomas Paine, The Declaration
of Independence and many more. A beautiful addition to any home library, the bonded-leather edition also features a satin-ribbon bookmark,
distinctive stained edging and decorative endpapers.

The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation by Jonathan Hennessey Our leaders swear to uphold it, our
military to defend it. It is the blueprint for the shape and function of government itself and what defines Americans as
Americans. But how many of us truly know our Constitution? The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation uses
the art of illustrated storytelling to breathe life into our nation's cornerstone principles. Simply put, it is the most enjoyable
and groundbreaking way to read the governing document of the United States. Spirited and visually witty, it roves article
by article, amendment by amendment, to get at the meaning, background, and enduring relevance of the law of the land.
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What revolutionary ideas made the Constitution's authors dare to cast off centuries of rule by kings and queens? Why do
we have an electoral college rather than a popular vote for president and vice president? How did a document that once
sanctioned slavery, denied voting rights to women, and turned a blind eye to state governments running roughshod over
the liberties of minorities transform into a bulwark of protection for all? The United States Constitution answers all of
these questions. Sure to surprise, challenge, and provoke, it is hands down the most memorable introduction to
America's founding document. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library
collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible
to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and
our view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The
contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high
quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire
to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will
enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
The Founding Fathers dreamed of a nation that protected the rights of its people. Today, the Constitution and Bill of
Rights still promise freedom for all. In this book, beginning readers will learn the basics of the Constitution and its role in
the formation of our government.
The law of nations and the Constitution -- The law merchant and the Constitution -- The law of state-state relations and
the Constitution -- The law of state-state relations in federal courts -- The law maritime and the Constitution -- Modern
customary international law -- The inadequacy of existing theories of customary -- Judicial enforcement of customary
international law against foreign nations -- Judicial enforcement of customary international law against the United States
-- Judicial enforcement of customary international law against U.S. states
This new edition updates the classic clause-by-clause examination of the Constitution and its Amendments as interpreted
by the Supreme Court from 1789 to 2009. * Includes copies of original documents such as the Declaration of
Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the U.S. Constitution * Provides a chronology of key events in
constitutional history from the Magna Carta (1215) to the present * Each chapter has a bibliography of cases and/or
primary and secondary materials, many of which are quite extensive * A glossary of key law and political science terms *
Offers appendices, including a list of U.S. Supreme Court Justices and their dates of service and thumbnails of the 50
leading cases decided by the Supreme Court
This persuasively argued, decidedly partisan work aims to recover the original United States Constitution by describing
its genesis, ratification, and mandate from the perspectives of its original framers. Openly challenging contemporary
orthodoxy, M. E. Bradford employs principles of legal, historical, rhetorical, and dramatic analysis to reveal a Constitution
notably short on abstract principles and modest in any goal beyond limiting the powers of the government it authorizes.
From the beginning of Original Intentions, two sharply divergent convictions about the Constitution emerge. Bradford,
arguing from a nomocratic viewpoint, regards the Constitution as an essentially procedural text created expressly to
detail how the government may preside over itself not its people. He decries the currently predominant teleologic view,
which is based upon the "principles" embodied by the Constitution, and holds that the document was designed to achieve
a certain kind of society. By this view, he says, our fundamental laws have been blanketed by a heavy layer of ad hoc
solutions to problems they were never intended to address, and then further obscured by the melioristic meddlings of
judges, legislators, lawyers, scholars, and journalists. Bradford first shows that the Constitutional convention of 1787 was
an enterprise guided by the delegates' hesitancy to impose a higher order over their local, practical, and vastly differing
interests. Though all the states would ratify the Constitution, he says, each would interpret it in unique ways. Bradford
underscores the dearth of lofty idealism among the original framers by detailing British influences on their political ethos.
British common law, on which the framers heavily relied, evolved from a tradition of deliberate responses to practical
needs and circumstances, not deductions from abstract utopian designs. In light of these factors, Bradford examines the
ratification debates of Massachusetts, South Carolina, and North Carolina - three states that together exemplified the
vast range of interests to be accommodated by the Constitution. Next Bradford highlights classic teleologic distortions.
Discussing religion and the first amendment, he establishes a pervasive commitment to Christianity among the framers
and challenges our notions about the separation of church and state. Warning against anachronistic readings of the
Constitution, Bradford also analyzes the rhetoric of the framers to reinforce our awareness of their desire for a
government that would contain their multiplicities, not seek to resolve them. In a reading of the Reconstruction
amendments (thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen) Bradford argues that they had only a modest impact on the Constitution's
original design. By the misconstruction of these amendments, however, the Constitution has been transformed into "a
purpose oriented blank check for redesigning American society." In a final chapter Bradford critiques Mortimer Adler's We
Hold These Truths and repudiates any broad connection between the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence.
Before the Constitution is irreparably damaged, Bradford says, we must realize that it was not the best that the framers
could invent but the best that their constituencies would approve. Debates related to normative issues should be settled
not within the Constitution but within society, away from the coercive forces of law and politics - or else by amendment.
Provides the full text of the United States Constitution, along with facts about the important document and simple
biographical information about the framers and signers.
See the US Constitution in a new light with this bold, modern and accessible illustrated guide to the document that helped
define democracy. With the 2020 Presidential election around the corner, there has never been a better time to take a
closer look at the Constitution, the bedrock of US politics. Inquisitive minds will have their questions vividly answered –
and new ones raised – by a mix of striking illustrations and clear, engaging text, including passages from the Constitution
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given in plain English. As well as a detailed history covering the original Constitution, the Bill of Rights and all
Amendments, discover how this milestone in American democracy shapes and is shaped by the world at large. We The
People shows that, far from a fusty old piece of paper, the US Constitution is a living, evolving rulebook that is as relevant
today as it has ever been. A fresh take on a monumental document, navigating in style its history and its life today.
Excerpts from the Constitution are presented here in plain English to help young thinkers better understand the role it
plays in everyday life. Accessible, energetic text accompanied by contemporary, powerful illustrations allows children
aged 10 and older to re-think the Constitution in a totally new way. A balanced examination that does not shy away from
addressing the difficulties of interpreting and adapting the Constitution for the modern world. We The People takes the
Constitution out of its display case, blows off the dust and re-imagines this piece of history for the next generation.
"This Constitution was proofed word for word against the original Constitution housed in the Archives in Washington, D.C.
It is identical in spelling, capitalization and punctuation and is sized in accordance with one produced by President
Thomas Jefferson." -- Title page.
Co-author of the groundbreaking Empire and Multitude, Michael Hardt examines the Declaration of Independence and other texts by
Jefferson, arguing that his powerful concept of democracy provides a biting critique of the current American administration. Introducing this
collection of Jefferson’s writings, Michael Hardt makes a powerful case for re-examining the foundational writings of this American
revolutionary in order to reignite the dialogue that first conceived of a “land of the free.”
Both enshrining the fundamental rights and freedoms of its citizens in law, and curbing the power of those who rule them, the US constitution
is one of the most significant documents in the history of democracy.
For more than 200 years, the Constitution of the United States has been a “working” document, maintaining the original principles upon
which our nation was founded while, at the same time, changing with the country, as reflected in its amendments. While the U.S. Constitution
itself outlines the basic structure of the federal government, its twenty-seven amendments address many subjects but primarily focus on the
rights of individual American citizens. This booklet outlines those rights, offering historical context and other information that is both
interesting and informative.The continued vitality of our democracy is dependent upon an informed citizenry. Understanding the history of the
Constitution and its amendments will assist all of us in more fully appreciating these rights and responsibilities as they have evolved over
time. Moreover, such understanding will ensure that these rights will continue to be exercised, valued, and cherished by future generations.
Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist Papers”, a collection of separate essays and articles compiled in
1788 by Alexander Hamilton. Following the United States Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the
States lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was constructed by American statesman Alexander Hamilton, and was
intended to catalyse the ratification of the United States Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay
to write papers for the compendium, and the three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of the United States. Alexander Hamilton (c.
1755–1804) was an American lawyer, journalist and highly influential government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army
between 1799-1800 and founded the Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances. His contributions to the Constitution
and leadership made a significant and lasting impact on the early development of the nation of the United States.
Provides a contemporary approach to protecting the First Amendment by looking at the evolution of free speech thought.
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